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Delightful Read

Ninder Ghugianvi telephoned me one day and came in contact.
I did not know him, but I was impressed by what he told me. He
had actually been an orderly in a Judicial Court and had observed
the ways of Indian justice, with a very perceptive eye at close
quarter. As is fairly common, after recruitment he was put in the
Judges house to do kitchen work, gardening work, look after the
buffaloes and anything that pleased his Honour and his lady wife.
His first judge and family were pleasant, but the second was the
most difficult person. Peons have to suffer and accept all that, their
masters inflict on them.

Nindar has an observant eye, a mischievous observatory
power, and a great command over Gurmukhi language. He is from
the soil and he can even bring out the nuances of dialect, specific
to the regions of Punjab.

The book is a delightful read and I sat up late at night to run
through it. I enjoyed it. It is a very perceptive study of human nature,
judges, their wives, court munshis, peons, waqeels and false
witnesses; all of the strange fish that gather in a district judicial
Pond.

Since his first book he has gone on to write many more and is
most active in Punjabi writing. I am delighted to know him and to
congratulate him. He is another valuable addition to Punjabi writing.
What is more, unlike many well known Gurmukhi writers, his
language is of the soil. It is not contaminated with the heavy
influence of Hindi and Sanskrit after 1947, and the removal of all
influences from the West that came into the language, over the past
centuries.

I wish him well and will watch his progress with interest.

Dr Manohar Singh Gill

MP

(Ex Sports Minister, Govt. Of India and
Cheif Election Commissioner, India)
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